


Workshop aims:

 To share ‘top tips’ for engaging young 
readers and provide suggestions on 
book selection.

 To give strategies for reading at home.

 To inform about reading expectations 
in Years 3 and 4 and key 
comprehension skills.



Engaging 
Young Readers

Why focus on reading?









The skill of reading 
and understanding 
what we have read 
are a huge part of 

everyday life.  

Reading is key in all 
areas of the National 

Curriculum.



Engaging 
Young Readers

Top Tips!



Make a regular time together

Creating a regular ‘special time’ to read together can help 
children develop positive attitudes towards reading 
(especially when they have your undivided attention).

Why not try:

• Including regular story time into bedtime routines.

• Sharing your favourite stories from when you were younger.

• Making up stories.

• Reading to your child as well as hearing them read.

Tip 1:



Strike a balance between 
perfection and connection

Focus on praise for all of the words your gets right – not 
focussing too much on the ones they struggle with.  

Why not try:

• Making a mental note of words often read incorrectly 
and focus on these before reading.

• Coming back to tricky words at the end of reading so 
you don’t disrupt the flow or focus.

Tip 2:



Talk about what you have read

Talking develops vocabulary, imagination and 
confidence.  

Why not try:

• Getting your child to think of questions they can ask 
you to test if you’ve been listening.

• Asking how a particular character might be feeling.

• Making predictions together about what will 
happen next or how a story will end.  

Tip 3:



Enjoy reading everywhere

You don’t always have to read books.  There are so 
many everyday opportunities to encourage your 
child to get reading.  

Why not try:
• Going online together to read about a subject that 

interests them.
• Getting magazines about topics they enjoy.
• Encouraging them to read everything and anything 

(traffic signs, cereal packets, news headlines, DVD 
covers).  

Tip 4:



Think outside the book!

Never before have children had such access to a 
range of wonderful creative story and picture books.

Why not try:

• audio books

• e-readers/ interactive books

• websites

• subtitles  

• comics/ magazines 

Tip 5:



Finding the right level book

Many children struggle with reading because they are 
introduced to books which are too hard for them.  Find a 
book that is not too challenging to develop confidence.

Why not try:
• Encouraging children to check how many words they 

understand when they first pick up a book (developing 
their own understanding of book selection).

• Shared reading of harder books.
• Reading favourite books again and again builds 

confidence. 

Tip 6:



Engaging 
Young Readers

Book Selection





Imagine the gobbledygook 
were unknown words for 
your child when reading.

Look at the three extracts.  
Which do you think would 
provide the best text 
selection?

This is an example of what 
reading might feel like for a 

child with 60% reading 
accuracy.

This is an example of what 
reading might feel like for a 

child with 90% reading 
accuracy.

This is an example of what 
reading might feel like for a 
child with 94-95% reading 

accuracy.





We will try our best to provide a 
suggestion or handy hint to support.


