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d To share ‘top tips’ for engaging young
readers and provide suggestions on
book selection.

] To give strategies for reading at home.

d To inform about reading expectations
in Years 3 and 4 and key
comprehension skills.
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Young Readens

Why focus on reading?
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Reading for pleasure 'boosts pupils' results in maths'

Children who read for pleasure in their spare time perfor

at school than other
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Exposed to

1,800,000 words
per year

Exposed to
282,000 words
per year

Exposed to
8,000 words

per year

<1 minute

4.6 minutes
ime spent reading ea

20 minutes

we
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Dear Parents,

Firstly, | would like to say thank you to all of you who generously purchased cookies last
Friday from our lovely PAWS ladies! We donated all of the money (an impressive £77.55)
to the collection for Macmillan Cancer Charity at Westfields Infant School who ran a
special cake sale in aid of the Coffee Moming event.

There have been so many highlights this week and the school has welcomed lots of
visitors for various events. On Tuesday afternoon we welcomed Mr Wilkes (one of our
School Governors) to our School Council Meeting. Following the Year 6 visit to
Osmington we have been inspired to renovate one of our unused areas in school into a
Sensory Trail. We are just at the investigation stage at the moment but the councillors are
highly motivated to move forward with the project and we promise to keep you informed
of our progress. In the meantime, if you would like to find out more, please visit our
school website: http://www.westfieldsjuniorschool.co.uk/for-pupils/school-council/

to see our School Council minutes and a copy of the presentation Mr Wilkes shared.

On Wednesday morning we were delighted to welcome prospective families to our Open
Morning for our September 2018 intake. The school was flooded with Yr2 pupils and
parents who were expertly escorted around our classr = =nd gther learning
environments to find out what life is like at Westfields “*ad to receive

such positive feedback from our visitors and felt prou G

confidently shared their experiences of school with s

s me to this morning's highlight which al
Class Assembly. As | mentioned in my newsletter e
for us, and it could not have had a better start. Ove
present their learning in the form of an assembly to u..

The skill of reading
and understanding
what we have read
are a huge part of
everyday life.

Reading is key in all
areas of the Nationa
Curriculum.
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Creating a regular ‘special time’ to read together can help
children develop positive attitudes towards reading
(especially when they have your undivided attention).

Why not try:

* Including regular story time into bedtime routines.

 Sharing your favourite stories from when you were younger.
 Making up stories.

* Reading to your child as well as hearing them read.
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Focus on praise for all of the words your gets right — not
focussing too much on the ones they struggle with.

Why not try:

 Making a mental note of words often read incorrectly
and focus on these before reading.

* Coming back to tricky words at the end of reading so
you don’t disrupt the flow or focus.
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Talh abeut what you hase vead BB

Talking develops vocabulary, imagination and
confidence.

Why not try:

e Getting your child to think of questions they can ask
you to test if you've been listening.

* Asking how a particular character might be feeling.

 Making predictions together about what will
happen next or how a story will end.
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You don’t always have to read books. There are so
many everyday opportunities to encourage your
child to get reading.

Why not try:

e Going online together to read about a subject that
interests them.

e Getting magazines about topics they enjoy.

* Encouraging them to read everything and anything
(traffic signs, cereal packets, news headlines, DVD
covers).
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Jhink outside the bocke!

Never before have children had such access to a
range of wonderful creative story and picture books.

Why not try:

 audio books

 e-readers/ interactive books
* websites

e subtitles

e comics/ magazines
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Many children struggle with reading because they are
introduced to books which are too hard for them. Find a
book that is not too challenging to develop confidence.

Why not try:

* Encouraging children to check how many words they
understand when they first pick up a book (developing
their own understanding of book selection).

* Shared reading of harder books.

* Reading favourite books again and again builds g3 fu!
confidence. -




Readers

Book Selection




~ Choose Rl%ﬁ? Book
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.lml.-.l...’l.....l.‘

-

- e RN b S 1ot

res you out: frustr:
|

working too hard

strategies aren't working

Use the 5 Finger Rule:
« Read one page.
« Hold up a finger for each

word you can‘t figure out. ~‘

too many contusing words

you understand the text
able to use strategies
exercises your brain; feels good!

helps you become a better reader
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This is an example of what
reading might feel like for a
child with 60% reading
accuracy.

This is an example of what
reading might feel like for a
child with 90% reading
accuracy.

This is an example of what

reading might feel like for a

child with 94-95% reading
accuracy.

| libbled spig in the croopit on a Morflip

hicklepulg. It was filp after we yambled
into Huphlup Greep. The webble was
yisking. Blord had ippen we'd be
yambling just in shrud for the exime.
Troosey ugo was there. Justme. The
greks were inside the volda with Yabba
Hoost, mirriming about the diggle.

| libbled him in the garage on a Sunday
holfding. It was the day after we moved
into Falconer Greep. The winter was
ending. Mum had said we’d be moving
just in shrud for the spring. Troosey else
was there. Just me. The others were
iInside the house with Yabba Death,
worrying about the baby.

| libbled him in the garage on a Sunday

morning. It was the day after we moved
into Falconer Greep. The winter was
ending. Mum had said we’d be moving
just in time for the spring. Troosey else
was there. Just me. The others were
inside the house with Doctor Death,
worrying about the baby.

Imagine the gobbledygook
were unknown words for
your child when reading.

Look at the three extracts.
Which do you think would
provide the best text
selection?



Butchart, Pan
Izzy and her frie
solve the myste
may have turne«
floating in the

skills to solve th

Butler, Stever
A laugh out lou
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story to life as
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vacuum cleaner.

g e ets oo Clarke, Jane -

A brand new s

Recommended Reads Year 3 2018

Recommended Reads Year 4 2018
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Ardagh, Philip - Barking Up the Wrong Tree: Stick
and Fetch Investigate

Three short stories about Sally Stick and her dog Fetch who
have formed their own Detective Agency as they love nothing
more than investigating a good mystery. The trouble is Sally
often gets the wrong end of the stick leading to mayhem and
comic capers.

Berger, Joe - The Stinky Truth

Sam has been set a challenge by his family - can he tell the
truth for three whole weeks. Hilarious consequences follow.
The format includes lots of graphic sections so good for fans
of Tom Gates.

Clover, Andrew - The Dog Squad
Can Rory discover who is stealing all the dogs in the
neighbourhood and will his mum let him be a detective? Full of



COMMENT??

CONCERN?

We will try our best to provide a
suggestion or handy hint to support.




